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print his late Sermon at Pauls. 
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SADLER. 


RIGHT HONOURABLE 


e! THE LATE - 
LOR D MAIOR, 
AND 


The Court of Aldermen of the OY 
of LOND ON. 


Right Honourable, and Right Worſhipful , 
N the printing what T Iately ad- 


ventured to entertain you with , 
I bave not followed the induce - 
ments of my own ſpirit, which 
( before 1 received your Com- 
ah: to mands) was not under the leaſt 
Temptation to expoſe thoſe foe Preparations 
20 the publick view. What I'was inabled through 
Mercy to deliver, was not intended for t 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatoryz—_ 
Preſs, - which requires the moſt cloſe Compoſure , 
but the Palpit , which L not 4 ow of a 
greater ſreedome e5 not far the eye, which xs more 


critical, andqmirk to-tliſcern+he leaft-. © 


ity , but the ear, which is leſs exa& in weigh. 


ing and giving its Tudgewent... My unwilling- 
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deawours, a8 to ſe then a8 ſbadoms'to come b. 
wend the Excellexcyof bis.own. power, . 
'', My intem ts not to put \any. cauuteuance upon 
©4iH 'Contentions , endleſs Comroverſees,,, per- 
plexing Diſpmes , which waſte pretiqus. time, 
diſquiet the people of God, Arie up the | ſpirit of 
Religion. Thoſe ſparks which iſſue from ſuch 
hind of Diſcuſſions ( conſelering the Diſpoſe: 
Tron"of the 'pratter on ewery;fede to. take fire.) 
are more likelyto'pur all into a'wiolent Combuſti: 
on, then enkgndle in any the leaſt flame of” ſincere 
dove fon"'the: mmereſt of the Goſpel. 'The.;ſeope 
T aim at is to animate and provoke to a well tem: 
per'd zeal, a holy contending, a vigorous aſſertin 
of that faith which is ingroſſed in the Bible by the 
Spir# of God; ſeplett with the blood of Chriſt , 
delivered to the Saints, witneſſes\by Thou 
ſands of Martyrs. Thoſe Acts of wiolence it bath 
ſuſtained in the world, can have no other effe& 
pon all, who love the Lordleſus, then to engage 
them ſo farinits vindication. When the Levites 
concubine was divided into pieces, and diſperſed 
through the coaſts of 1ſrael.all that ſaw it thought 
themſelves concerned to take adwice, and declare 
their minds. As ſtrange a ſpectacle we are dayly. 
exerciſed with, The faith which Chriſt bath: 
3 _ eſpouſed: 
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e ſpouſed as his own, we ſee deſ-membred and man- 
gled, diſtributed by Piece-meals through ſeweral 

Tribes and Parties, ſome having only the «hin 
| and outſide, thoſe matters which are moſt remote 
from the heart and life of Religion; others only 
the bones , the hard and comroverſal parts ; but 
few in compariſon the marrow and ſpirit. Intheſe 
Circumſtances no leſs then a Duty is incumbent 
upon you, an all the Iſrael of God to unite as one 
man in aſſerting of it, which indeed will be a crown 
70 you, a Glory to the Chriſtian profeſſion, an Aſio- 
niſhment to the Adwerſary, and ſhall be his prayer, 
whos 


Yours in all Chriſtian Service, 


JOHN TEMPLER. 
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SERMON 


| 3 PREACHED 

| At Pals Church before the 'Right Honou- 
j rable the LORD MAJOR, and þ 

| Aldermen of the City of LONDON. "= 
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| Earneſtly contend for the Faith which was once 
E--.- delivered unto the Saints. 


SIN the ninth verſe of this Epiſtle , we 
find Michael the Arch- Angel conend- 
ing for the body of Moſes, In the 
words of the Text we are adviſed to 
contend for the ſoul and ſpirit of Mo- | 
| ſes, the Faith delivered to him and 
4 all the Saints. | = 
However at the firſt appearance it may be judged” 


unſeaſonable to preſs any thing, which loukstowards © 
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Zaneefition, at ſuch a time, when the pool of Bethef= 
4a ordained for healing, is turnedinto rhe waters of 
ſtrife ., when men generally have . better skill in 
Premiſes and Concluſions rhen in-the Promiſes or 
H Precepts of Chriſt': -yer, when I conſider; cirher thoſe 
3k deluſions , which lie upon the ſpirits of ſottic, who 
PF contend for their owhi ſhadows 1n ftead of the Faith 
ol delivercd to the Saints , and think they imbrace the 
= Goddeſs, when it is but a tloud upon their own un- 
$ derſtandings- ,- or that ſceptical frame thag prevails 
upon the ſpirits of others ,, who 'by reaſon of the 
counterfcir money which is abroad, concetve it im- 
£ poſſible ro be affured. of that which is currant ; 
= who are as unreſolved in divine concernmenrs; as he 
Enerc lac ines WAS that did not know-, whether to preferre the milk 
Eeditn;,i::ers; of rhe mother, or the blood of Her {ori : or indeedthar 
peer, '. deadneſs which hath- ſurpriz'd the hearts of moſt, 
A Leer ic, how liſtlcſs they are, when any thing lies before them 
Angel, Gazzus which relates to the radical Truth of the Goſpel ; 
_ it pleadsnot only the conveniency , but the neceſlity 
3 of this advice. How 'many have loſt their former 
<> heat and vigour ,- and are rcady.to diſpute thar 
; 07 Faith in detence' of which. they. were'once ready tv 
oven fatic v9. Wie» Their, -hearts are become like the fountain ar 
bay, ſb !ucis the Oracle of Fupiter Hammer; at midnight it was ex- 
often Heil: 1;, - Cceding het , about the- riſing of the Sun luke-warm, 
pine pen at noon time-excecding cold. When they were in 
fem «j} cator a night of Perſecution, their hearts were. hot z when 
get ©, the day of deliverance approached,thcir hear abated ; 
Be fervidacx- and now at noon-time, when the Sun is come to. his 
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pee. Q Cur. Zenith, they are grown ſtark-cold, © _ - , 
Y - . «7. . . «*® 4 oY ; &S : : $ - [4 
£4 How neccſlary is-it therefore to. quicken one atig- 
4J :cherto tits Duty, Such-an Excrciſc may be Proper ipe 
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*the reſtoring. our former., heat , and the 


. the Chriſtian Faith : although the name mighe 


brand with that mark) were carnal, not having the 
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ſound conſittution of mind. O19 95141129 21 rag 
The occaſion. of chis Exhortation, were. ſome at- 
tempts made bythe Gnoſticks to imbaſe and corru 


of later date, yet the thing was as early as this Epi- bh 
ſtle. They pretended to a more; refined and ſub- — 
limated knowledge rhen others were arrived. at , 7/4" ib.1o 
which the Apoſtle tels them, Puſſeth up, 1 Cor.$. 1, 
They ſtiled themſelves ſp:ri#ual, and all others carpal, 
and therefore in the 19th. verſe of this Epiſlle, it is 
charged upon them , notwithſtanding this pretence , 
that they themſelves (and not thoſe whom they would 


Spirit. Their falſe claims to the divine Spirit gave 
occaſion for thoſe words , That ye be not ſhaken tn 
mind, neither by ſpirit, 8c. 2 Theſ! 2.2 Jrenew tells x 
us , they drew their Riſe from S:moz Magus who ns adverſ, + 
was cuntemporary with the Apoſtles. . Oecumeniusu En 
on the place , that rhe perſons againſt whom the 
Chriſtians were animated here to defend the Faith, _ bf 
were the followers of S;mouy, Theſe men creptin- Mx IN naw 
to the. Church, Tran, wyerſe 4, by pretending to = 
unuſual ſeverities, they did by degrees inſ{inuate them- : 
ſelves. -They made many meek condeſcentions to 
thoſe whom they deſired might become their Pro- 
ſelyres: we find them there in a very lowly poſture, 
creeping upan their knees : The minds of the vulgar 
ſort were ſo low , that they could not get into them 
without ſtooping. 

Yet inthe mean timetheir tongues were imploy'd in 
inveighing againſt the ſacred Appointments of God, 
in ſpeaking cvil of Dignities , defpiſing Dominion, 
verſe 4. . B =» 4" 566. 
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Faith is expoſed unto by perfons not much of a different 
ſtamp, will conclude for the ſcatonablenefs of this 
Advice, Earneftly contend for the Faith once delitered 
#1to the Saints. © | 


In thefe wordsthree parts expoſe themſelves toour 
view, 

I. An AA contend. 

2. The Objef of this AR, the Faith once delivered to 
the Saints, 

3* The manner how thit Contention is to be managed 
earnefth, atrer the manner of the Agoniſts,yraynitedus, 
I ſhall treat of theſe in their order. 

1, Here tis the eF# contend, 

It ſpeaks the uſing your moſt ſerious endeavours to 
maintain the Doctrine of Chriſt, the oppoſing of 
every mn which may conduce to its prejudice, the 
expence of your parts , your Authority, your Eſtates, 
your Lives (if God requires) to maintain faith in its 

rimirive purity : it calls ro every one to come into the 

Ip of the Lord againſt the —_— , thoſe mighty 
and ſtrong deluſions which prevail with many to 
the cciping of the glorious Goſpel : during this 
preſent ſtare the Faith of Chriſt hath fo many ene- 
mics to conteſt with, ſo many prejudiced minds, re- 

| bellious hearts, ſeared Conſciences, that if there be 
any bowels or love in us, we cando no leſs then fide 
with himinthis holy Conflic. 

2. Here isthe O4je$ we are to contend for 

Paith once delruered to the Saints. 
Ir is Faith, not the Faith whereby we believe , 
(though that merits our moſt vigorous contending) _ 
| the 


He that-confiders the preſenr danyer the Dodtrine of | 


Pe: oe bee 


» Fx ” 
BY - 5. va - g 
Y pY IRE" > as ; A 3 
; 4 ;> Ons 
* 


(CO) mg oe 
the Fairh which-is believed by us'; he DoSn;ve,; 
the Goſpel, 1 Tim. 4.17. © 7: Ht « 2670141 

This Faith either pertains to the Foundatzox of Re. 
L;gion, or elſe to the Superſiruitoy ; rhis DiſtinRion the 
Apoſtle makes,1 Coy. 3.10, 11, If we would know what 
Faith belongs to the Foundation, the beſt way is to cx+ 


amine irs Connexion with that which is of undoubred 
neceffity to ſalvation : The Scripture mentions two 
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heads, Saving Faith, and Holineſs ; without the firſt ych.11.6, 


none can pleaſe God ; without the ſecond none ſhall 
ſee him : whatſoever hath an eſſential Connexion 
with theſe two is to be owned as a fundamental Truth, 
and whatſoever is repugnant , rejected as a funda- 
mental Errour. ; 
By the light of this Rule a great part of Saciny's 
his Divinity will appear to be a fundamental miſtake ; 
for how can a man believe, and devolve himſelfu 
God in the way of his providence, whois poſlcfſed 
with an apprehenfion of his not knowing future Con. 
tingents > How can a 'man believe and relic 'up« 
Chriſt, who concetves him to be' but a 'mear man? 
when the Scripture pronounces him curſed rhat re- 


\ies upon man, Fer.17.5. As theſe Apprehenſions 


are. repugnant to ſaving Faith, fo they will a 
to be <q ;. noch unto Holineſs. -"The "Gl —_—_ 
che Reſignation of our Wills to the divine pleaſure, 
the principal part of a holy lite. Theſecond deſtroyes 
the firſt branch cf the Myſterie of Godlineſs , God 
manifeſted in the fleſh. 31 IK M29 
As for what belongs to the Swperrafion, the As 
poſtle hath ranked it under theſe heads,Gold,  SHwer, 
Pretious ſtones : Gold, that is next tothe Foundation , 
and therefore of the pron valuc z then _— 5 
' | 
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then pretious Stones z Every ſtone: in the Building is 
prerious ; though cvery Truth be-not of equal impor- 
tance in reference to ſalvation , yer every one hath 
his juſt price and value. 

Ir 1s a Faith once delivered, once for all. Indeed 
it was gradually diſcovered to the world ; firſt in the 
Promiſe to Adam, then the Sun of Righteouſneſs began 
to appear above the Horizon ; Then to Alraham, He 
was 1njoyned to offer up his Son, to ſignifie that the 
promiſed ſeed ſhould break the Serpents head by be- 
ing made an offcring for ſin; in the very A he was 
prohibited, to denote the time was not yet come 
for the manitcſtation of that ſeed; ARam, a prin- 
cipal Sacrifice amongſt the appointments of the Law 
was ſubſtituted, rtv.expreſs Gods acceptance of thar 
ſervice in the mean time.. The waters of life like E- 
zekiels waters did ariſe by degrees: in Adams time 
they were to the Ancles; in Abrahams to the knees, 
in Moſes and the Prophets to the loines , in the timcs 
of the Meſlias they became a great River; in time 
paſt God ſpake at ſundry times, and in divers man- 
' ners, but now he has ſpoken by his Son, moſt full 
once for all in the New Teſtament. This is his 
laſt Will and Teſtament, which Chriſt as his only Son 
and Heir hath opened and diſcloſed ; he hath ſpoken 
by his Son whom he hath appointed Heir, Heb,1.2. 
This Teſtament being the laſt, will admit of no 
alteration , and therefore at the End of the book 
which concludes it, there is a curſe pronounced 
againſt him. who ſhall make any. ſuch Attempt ; 7 
teſtifie to every man that heareth the words of this Book, if 
any manſball add to theſe things, God ſhall add to him the 
Plagues which are written tn this Book 3, and if any For 

; all 
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 maketh any Addition. Moſes who concludes the Law, cp.;. 


a Meſſenger before him, trom whom further inſtrufti- 


| come, and then the Church which was . acquainted 
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ſhall take away from the words of the book of this Prophecy, 
God ſball take away his part out of the book of life, Rev. 
22,18, By the Book of this Prophccy is nor only 
meant the Revelation,but the whole Scripture which 1s 
ſomctimes called the Prophets, 48, 24.44, 45. ſome- 
rimes the Scriptures of the Prophets, Rom. 16. 18. 
and here the Book of Prophecy, becauſe the greateſt 
part of thoſe , who were imploy'd to pen it, had a om: Caront: 
prophetickſpirit. The Revelation being now united «5 7%ri werwis 7 
and incorporated into the Canon, and the laſt p:rt honey = 
in order , what is thus ſpoken in the concluſion of it, Propteris, ® 
muſt have Relation. to the whole , Carſed be he that Vi4- Yhirckeri 
conravi.Q eff. 
charges the people not to add or diminiſh from ir , 
but ſuggeſts that God would raiſe a Prophet like 
unto him, whom he enjoynes them to hear, cMa- 
lachy the laſt of the Prophets forercls of Chriſt, and 


Deur,1 2. 32. 


ons were to be received, but Fohz who conſigns the 
Canon of Scripture, pronounceth an Anathema wirh- 
our the leaſt intimation of any further diſcovery 
he inſinuates that the next appearance to be expected 
from Chriſt, is at his laſt coming to Judgement,: eſe 
20, he that ccſtifieth theſe things , ſaith, ſurely 7 


with the mind of Chriſts Anſwers, Ever [o , Come 
Lord Feſw. Upon this account itis exprelt in .rhe 
eleventh verſe, He that 1s unjuſt, let him be upjult {tHII, 
and he that is filthy, let him-be filthy ftil1,.to ſignifie, that it 
menrefuſe to be reclaimed by this laſt, Revelation, be 2. 
itat their own peril , no other Goſpel ſhall be made £0 
known to reduce them). | + 
It is a Faith once delivered to the Saiats , a Faith 

| not... 


| 24.9.6. 


E- x Tim. 3.19, 
— Ta.g.6, 
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not invented by the Saints, but delivered to them, not 


the Reſult of Phanfie and Imagination', but the Pro- 
dud of thc Etcrnal Counſel and VViſedom of Hea- 
ven it was fealcd and delivered : ſealed with the 
blood of Chriſt, and publickly delivered to the 
Saints. 

Every Saint is Gods Depoſitarius, he commits this 
Treaſure into his cuſtody , he will one day call for 
an account of this Truſt, and requires that we do not 
rcturn that corrupt to him, which was given pure unto 
us. | 

Having thus made ſome general diſcovery of the 
AF and the Ozjef, I will in the next place give ſome 
account , why this A# ought to be terminared upon 
this Ozjet: why 1t is ſo much our concernment to 
contend for this Faith, 

The firſt Argument may be drawn from the Excel- 
lency of this Doftrine : the ſecond from the Attempts of 
Satan to corrupt it : The third from the Reſolution of 
former Sajnts to defend it, _ 

I. eAfrgument from the Excellency of this Dottrine : 
this will appear, if we confider the Author of it, the 
Dodrine it felf, the Effe&s it produced. 

1. The Author, his name declares his moſt excel- 
lent nature, wonderfull Connfellor, the mighty God, 
the Everlaſting Father, the Prince of Peace. Du- 
ring his Manifeſtation here in the fleſh, a divine 
Power or Spirit reſided upon him , which did juſti- 
fic and acquir him from that diſparagement which 
his humane nature might have expoſedhim unto ; He 
was bcheld 'and admired by Angels, preached unto 
the Gentiles , believed on 1n the world , which was 
of no ductile Temper,by reaſon of thofe Prepoſlefi- 
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ons it was under by the Pagan Religion 3; after the 


ſpending a moſt holy life, the expreſſing the higheſt 
Ads of Grace to his friends, of me = his rs 
of zeal for his Fathers intereſt , he was vilibly re- 
ceived up intoGlory : This excellent perſon was the 
Author of this Doctrine we are to contend for, 

2. The Dorine it (elf, it iscompriſed intwo words 


by the Prophet, The Lord our Righteouſneſs , the He- 1er.34.16. 


brew runs thus, 07S WP TP TR mn m1 Thisisbe 
ors - hn, meaning Chriſt the branch , m2-mp? TR wogeh _ hae © b 
which ſhall preach or declare unto her 3 meaning Je-be L >rd our _ 4 

righceouſgefs. * 


ruſalem, for 1p lgnifies predzcareas well as wocare, 
and 19s not in the Accuſative but Dative caſe , The 
Lord our Righteouſneſs , meaning the Goſpel which 
Chriſt ſhould preachand hold torth to the Church. 
Theſe two words are the ſum of the Goſpell, the prin- 
cipal part of the Chriſtian confeſſion is that Jeſus is the 
Lord, Phil. 2. 11. and his doctrine 1s ſtill a word of 
rightcouſneſs, Heh. 5. 13. Incvery veinof the Goſpel 
there is ſomething of the blood and imputed righte- 
oulneſs of Chriſt, The excellency of theſe marters 
is ſo great, that the Apoſtle attributes - an Eminency 
to the knowledge of them 13 umpizer, Phil, 3. 8.9, there 
isan excllency in rhe knowledge of arts and ſciences 
bur in the knowledge of the Doctrine of Chriſt there is 
an 5m4i2, a ſupereminent and ſuperlative worth. 

3. The effeis it produced without any external help or 
aduantage, The religion of the Jews did abound with 
remporall encuuragements , Mabomets dodrine was 
calculated for depraved nature ;. but the dodrine of 
Chriſt has no ſuch external advantage'to Conunend.ir. . 
It does not allure to obedience by promifing the-pol-. 
ſeffion'of a Land flowing wich milk andhony ( anar-. 
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| (10) | 
gument fir for rhe Church in ker tate of Infancy) or the 
cnjoyment of inordinate luſt in paradiſe. The arguments 
ituſeth are of another ſtrain,morrifie your luſts,do good 
ro your enemies, return bleſſing for curſing , under- 
value the delights of the world , deny your ſelves, take 
upthe Croſs. \ do not remember any rule in Rhetorick 
ro which this cxample may be reduced, 

One would think ſuch oratory ſhould not prevailc 
withmany to become ' proſelytes ; yer where this do- 
Etrine was preacht we finde 3000 Converted, the Ma- 
gictans burning their curious bookes, Felix trembling , 
the oracles of the Devill filenced. No sgreater evi- 
dence of the exccllencte of it then theſe miracu- 
lous cffc&s, which were produced againſt winde 
and tide without the imerpolall of any extrinſick pow- 
cr. 

It any ſhall inferre, ita divine power did fo far in- 


is Ain) 
wat Ce tet-+-4 


ecrpole in aſlcrting this doctrine , there is the leſs need 


of our contending tor it , eſpecially it being of a ſpiri- 
tuall nature , and not fo cafily falling under humane 
COgnizance. 

All chat I ſhall returne is this. if Judes exhortati- 
tion ( earneſtly contend ) was of uſe in thoſe times, when 


this do&rine was vindicated and aſlerted by a miracu- 


lous power , then certainly of much more now when 
no aſſurance is given of ſuch extraordinary appearances 
for heaven. 

2. Fromthe attempts of Satan: to corrupt it. 

Some footſteps of this we may find.in the new Teſta- 
ment:Hymenzus and Philctus are'made uſe of to ſtrike 
at the whole doGdtrine by aſſerting the reſurrefion to 
be already paſt, if no reſurreion or eternall ſalvation 
thefaith delivercd tothe Saints will preſently _ , 

| | the 
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defence of the head is called the Helmet of ſalvation 5 
implying that the hope and defire of he reſurreQion 
ta lite and ſalvation x a — _"— _ ity 
Others were employed to compaſsthe ſame deſign 
by decrying the i of all ourward worſhip and 
ordinances. They gave it out , that it was indifferent 
whar outward worthip they had ; ſo the purity of the 
heart was preſerved ;- ſuch were thoſe among the Co- 
rinthians who made no ſ{cruple to fit down in the Idol. 
Temples, This is believed to be the reaſon of Johxs 
Admonition, Little Children keep your ſelves from 
Idols, The Tempter knows, if all external wor- 
ſhip, the ſolemn appointments of God: ( in which 
he hath obliged himſelf co make conveyance of- his 
Truth) be taken away, or made indifferent, he can 
with the greater facility impregaate; the mind with 
apprehenſions repugnant to the faith of Chriſt, Leſt 
theſe deſigns. prove abortive, he attemps the cot- 
rupting of the Chriſtian Faith by a prophanc mixture 
of Paganiſm. Simon Magus, and his Adherents were 
his principal Inſtruments 1n his deſign, This ſeems 
to be the reaſon of the Apoſtles cavear, we Bo- 
ware leſt | any ſpoil you through Philoſophy. Philoſoph 
here yer ks Dodrine of the NT Reli 9 
which ſome endeavoured to incorporate intothe Chri- 


ftian Faith, Such mixtures have always been at- 


rempted by Satan :- if he catihot-pul down" the Ordi- 
nances, he will. indeavour to imploy ſuch-'in the 
diſpenſing of: therm-as thall intermingletheir own er- 
array wheres if he cannot remove the golden 


TON = (WD = A OY 
the mind will be 45: Free for the: encecudinindrit of agi2 
rour as truth , therefore the atmour 'defipned'forthy - 


Candlefticks, he will infuſe what drofs he may into . 
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* thee He.indeavours to: make fuch s potion as the 
Fews OIICE - offered to Chriſt 5 T130y touupriowe'rey, The 
Gentiles wine mixt with the Chriſtians Myrrhe , 
which hath a Narcotick vertue, and in time will ex- 
tinguiſh all rhe ſenſe of Religion. If we had no 
other Argument but this, the frequent atremprs of 
Satan to deſtroy the Chriſtian Faith, it would give 
ina ſufficiency of Light to evidence the value of it. 
 eufcritlum VVhat Teriulliar ſays in his Apology of Nero, may 
| imelligere $9 be well applyced to the Devil, he that knows his na- 
Ro — ture, may underſtand that 1t is a very great good , 
| mae which is perſecuted and condemned by him. 
2 — 3. From the Reſolution of the Saints to defeyd it. 
All theDeviccs which the Underſtanding could frame 
$ wereuſed to compel! them to renounce their Faith. 
* Fileſaz, fele&t The Heathens ſertheir own wits upon the wrack to 
rom.7-p. 44+ Inventtortures for them , witneſs the Candida Maſſa 
Prodenivs i® 2: Carthage, a deep pit filled with lime, into which 
bymno Cyp: i- S 

_ api. reat numbers were caſt head-long. Ulp;az wrote 
= Books to ſhew the ſeveral puniſhments which 

onght to be inflicted upon Chriſttans, They were 
condemned to the fire, to the Croſs, to the Mines : 
incredible numbers ſuffered every day. Ferome 
writes , that there is not aday inthe year to which the 
number. of 5000, cannot be aſcribed. What effect 
did all this produce, not any affrightment to the ſur- 
vivers. The cuting off of theſe branches made the 
Vineyard to grow the faſter. They like the plant 
upon, Olympas did flouriſh in the midſt of burning 
Flame®., .They were daily increaſed: the love of 
their Saviour made them to forget their own ſafety. 
| This firmneſs and conſtancy to the Faith- ( which by 
+ @ Per. 3,17, the Apoſtilc is ſtiled 1/&@ meauds, aftedfaſtnefs od 
Er. RI Z3 CULLAC 
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(13) 
culiar to a Chriſtian) was ſo well known to the Hea- 
thens , that with Galex it was grown a Proverb, when 
he would expreſs an impoſſible thing , A man may as 5; 
ſoon unteach Chriſtians what they have learnt of Chriſt, 
Autin relates when the Oracle was conſulted by one 
how he might convert his wife fromthe Chriſtiantaith, 
that the anſwer was, he might as ſoon engrave letters 
on a ſwift ſtream , or fly inthe ayr, as bring his deſires 
to paſs, This reſolution of their's is a fir pattern for 
our imitation, ' 6 

Before I proceed I muſt remove a ſcruple. 

2aeſt. Muſt we contend for every branch- and par- 
cle ot taith 2 as for foundation truths they are worthy 
of Zeale , but as for others which are not of indiſpen- 
ſable neceſſity ro eternal life , we are apt to pronounce 
the expence of our thoughts and indeavors abourthem 

vain and ſupertluous. 09 
Anſw. Amongſt thoſe truths which belong to the ſu- 
perſtruction, ſome are zeerer the foundation , ſome are 
more remote ; every truth calls for a meaſure of vigour 
and zeale ſutable to its ſituation and nature, and'every 
crrour a proportionable oppoſition ; For - | 
I. The leaſt lip in any article of faith portends danger to 
the whole 3 if a man be at the top of a houſe where he is 
moſt remote from the foundation , in caſe his foot flip 
tis very doubtful , wherher he will ſtoptill he comes 
h—_ If a man lets his hold go in any pare 
of the doctrine of Chriſt , *ris very uncertain where he 
will ſtay ; a little errour imbaſes the mind , and by @ 4 
hurefull influence prepares it for the reception of. a Efecizpow *2 
greater. The King of Portus by taking at firſt weak- C—_— 
cr poyſons wrought himſelfe by degrees intoſuch &@ Toxiconepaſ- 7 
conſtitution that he could concoG the ſtrongelt. , fe [avanecere * 
C 2 _ n, Though” ©. 8 
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2; Tholgh the being of « Chrifitan depends. upon bis 
bolding the foundation , yet the well being ____ bis 
life lies in the ſuperſiruttios: Though houſe may have a 
{ure foundation, yertif there be an errour inthe ſuper. 
ſlrucion, if it be not contrived into convenient roomes 
fit for habitarjon , the Inhabitant will be deprived of 
the comfort of his life. FER 

3. 1t is an argument of a ſelfiſh ſpirit to contend only for 
ſuch trath as is of _ peceſſity to its own ſaluation, 
Tis a fign it is moved by a private intereſt of its own , 
-and not by the publick intereſt of heaven, Was there 
noreward at all, yet the owning of truth ( none of the 
leaſt iars inthe bright conſtellation of divine pertc&i- 
ons) in every tittle and apex would be a piece of that 
homage we owe to God. Theſc arguments ſpeak our 
duty to contend for every branch of Faich , whether ir 
belong ro the foundation, or that which is built upon it. 
| Although I would not contend ſo much for the ſlate of 
a houſe as for the foundation ſtone,.yert both are worthy 
the contending for ; if the foundation be taken away the 


houſe muſt preſently fall , bur if the flate which uſe to 


defend it againſtthe importunity of the weather, ir may 
in time fall and the foundation it ſelf periſh, 

Having thus opened the duty and the reaſons of it; I 
ſhall in the next place, bcfore I proceed tothe Third 
particular, look beck a little and make ſome inference 
from what has been ſpoken. 

I. Obſerve, it is Faith we are to contend for, a matter 
ef pure revelation, the cternal wiſdom of God diſcloſed, 
2 Doctrige given from heaven. 

''The heathen could tell us. 
IT aTiÞan}' er Bran iernNadBbes. 
More then a ſuperficiall regard is to be had to the 
Wok 5 as Illuſtrious 
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(15) | | 
Illuſkcious gifts of the gods. The faith of Chriſt is 
one of the Choiceſt gifts of heaven ; life and immorta- 
lity are brought to light by it, the way intoa- commu- 
nion with the ſupream good fully diſcovered. 

2. Irisa Fatthoxce delivered, 

Theretore, own it4n oppoſition to the fancies of thoſe 
private ſpirits which would deliver a new faith to us. They 
ſpeak ot alight within rhem which they own as their 
nee in this undertaking , and inthe mean time neg- 
ect the ſure word of propheſlie. Whereas the ſcrip- 
rure ſayes to the Law and to the Teſtimony,they (ay to 
their inward light , their underſtandings being colou- 
red with-a falle light, they look through it upon the 
ſcripture,and ſo make the ſcripture appear to them of 
the ſame colour; juſt as to men , that put green or blew 
glaſs befuretheir eyes, all the objects round about will 
appear blew or, green. They ſce by cmiſſion and 
not by reception 3 they do not fetch a ſenſe and mean- 
ing from the ſcripture , but impoſe their own ſenſe 
and meaning upon ir. Lerusnor ſuffer our ſelves to be 
cheated of our faith by ſuch pretences Their ſug- 
geſtions muſt not be our rule, till they can demonſtrate 
they are conducted by an in fallible ſpirit. 

[1 that I know which may induce any to the ſame 
belief with them,is cither their confidexce in aſlerting , 
their 4rgumexts in proving , or their voluntary bumility 


in living. 

I. p for their confidence and bare aſſertion that 1s. 
nothing tous, The moſt notorious Impoſtors have been 
as confident and. made as high pretences.. Monta- 
245 uſed to boaſt of the inſpiration of the holy 
Ghoſt , and had his ae;qmis,, womenthar preacht and 


ſcr forth their propheſies , which he clicemed _ 
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(16) 
theſacred Goſpel; they called themſelyes ſpiritall 


| #.Eveyſ112 and all others carnal; whereſoever they met them they 
| pronounced them in a ſtate of wrath. Their death was 


as ſtrange as their life. Euſeb:us ſays it was the common 
report that Montanusand Maximillacnded their lives as 
Fudas did, You. | 
Theirpretence to 'aCt upon a principle: of Conſcience 
muſt be no demurre to us,for conſcience is not the origi- 


nal but a tranſcript of the Law of Gud. lt is fit the tran- 


ſcript ſhould be examined and corrected by the origi- 
nall. Wehave reaſon to doubt , whether this copie 
be a lwayes authentick , if we conſider the opportunity 
the Tempter (which wants no will has to corrupt it; 
for whenhe has committed an a& of murder upon the 
ſoul, he uſually flies thither as to a ſanQuary and lodges 
himſelf init, knowing thar it is a tender and ſecure 
place , where the wow, of violence will not caſily reach 
him. 
2. Asfor their arguments, let not them prevaile upon 
us, without duc advice, this is the weakneſs of the vul- 
ar ſort, it they meet with an argument they cannot an- 
wer , they preſentlyconclude no body elfe can; and fo 
they receive every flight objection for an undoubted 
truth. Thoſe ſcruples whichthe Defendants of the 
proteſtant cauſe have long ſince blownaway)for want 
of opportunity or {kill to converſe with their writings) 
are cryed up tor the grand concernments of the Goſpel 
a light which former ages were unacquainted with. 
Theſe being once received into the mind though weak 
in themſelves yer having the advantage of poſſeſſion za 
point very material inthe Goſpel as well as the Law , 
will keep outthe ſtrongeft trurh. One man (though 
11firm)being poſleſt of a ſtrong hold will hinder twenty 


well 
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well appointed from entering: It is the natfire of errour 
to fortifie the underſtanding which prejudice againſt 
every thing which may conduce to its diſpoſlctiion : 
ir has one peculiar advantage , the faich of Chriſt con- 
raining ſomething in it above the capacity of a man , 
the reaſon of an erroneous mind does with more 
facility oppoſe it , then the beſt informed reaſon de- 
fend it. 

3. As fortheir voluntary humilitytheir ſeeming diſe 
regard of the world , let not that impoſe upon us. 
This is no argument to evidence their being under the 
direction of the ſpirit of truth. Apollontus Thyaneus who 
had acquaintance which an evill ſpirit (as may appear 
to any who conſiders what Philoſtratus who attempts to 
vindicate him from that crime repreſents ;of him ) 
did raiſe his reputation amongſt his diſciples by re- 
nouncing worldly delights , by a ſevere and aultere 
diet ; he would drink no wine, uſe to fced upon bread 
and water, The devill is not ſo much a novice as to be 
ignorant thar a pretended neglect of the world, a ſcem- 
ing humility are fit engines toraiſe and advance his own 
Kingdome. Iris his common method , in the fronr 
of his deſignto place ſomething which is really good , 
that he may with the more ſecurity make his acceſs to 
the mind , and introduce what is really evill. He 
knows the beſt way to make men to take þis poyſon , is 
to mingle it with wholſome dict. Delriorells us of one 
who was exhorted by the devill to read Pauls Epiſtles, 
Iacobus Vitriacs of another , who was reprchended 
by him for his vitious and diſfolute like. Tis a good 
rule to diſcerne the ſpirit of God , from the ſpirit of 
Satan by;the ſpirit of God perſwades nothing but that which 
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(18) | 

but alwayes mixes that which is evill, By this it is cafic 
to diſcerne,that the ſpirit theſe perſons areunder,is nor 
the ſpirir of truth ; ir perſwades to a ſeeming neglect 


' of the worl&, a mortifying of the fleſh , yer in the 


mean time attempts to bring inataxy and contuſion , to 
overturn the ordinations both of God and mana deſign 
the Spirit of God cannot be acceſlaryto , for thar 1s 
a Spirit of order , upon its moving, Gez. 1, 2. The 


| Chaos vaniſhed and all things were put into a comely 


and decent poſture , whereas it this ſpirit of theirs had 
irs liberty to move , it would force all things into their 
primitive contuſion. 

3. This Faith was once delzwered to the Saints, the 
antient people of God, and therefore we are not to 
part with it on eafie terms. Will a man' part cafily 
with his Inheritance, the antient Poſſeſfions his An- 
ceſtors injoy'd> Natoth ſaid to Ahab, God forbid that 
I ſhould give the Inheritance of my Fathers to thee. This 
Faith was the Inheritance of our Fathers , of thoſe 
which were in Chriſt before. us : the infinuations of 
every Fezabel muſt not perſwade us to refignup our 
rightinit, 

But poſſibly you'l put this @xerze, who are the per- 
ſons which are ro contend for it > 

Arnſw. Thar is intimated in the word Sa:zts,ro them 
it is committed as a ſpecial Truſt, and thercfore thcy 
are to contend, that they be not deveſted of it. 

Saints may be reduced to theſe three heads, Ma- 
giftrates, Miniſters, Prevate Chriſtians. | 

I. Magiſtrates ; Indeed it was the ſpecch of the 
old Donatifts, Quid Imperatori cum Ecclefia> whar 
hath the Magiſtrate to do with the Church ? im- 
plying , as though a puwer did only reſide in the 

| | Church 
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Church as to matters of faich : upon enquiry it will 
be found that an Eccleſiaſtical power reſides in both. 
The power of the Magiltrate is obje&rve eccleſiaitica, 
converſant about the things and affairs of the Church, 
but modo politico in a politick way and manner, The 

wer of the Churci, formaliter Eccleſiaſtica conver- 
{ant about the ſame affairs, but modo EcclefiaRico in a 
Church way. Some have aflerted the Magiſtrate to 
3 be an Officer in the mediatory Kingdom of Chriſt ; 
all grant that he is an Officer in his eflential, as he 
joynes with the Father and the Spiritin the general 
Government of the world. Now the woes being 
upheld and governed principally for the Churches 
ſake ; The Magiſtrates Power which is ingaged in 
that Government, muſt needs have relation to, and be 
concerned to ſeek the Welfare of the Church, which 
can be done in nothing more , then in keeping the 
Faith of Chriſt free from Corruption, 

It is prophecyed of the times of the Goſpel, that 
Magiſtrates ſhall be nurſing Fathers to the Church, 
Iſa.49.23. which - a"; a duty of care upon them , 
that the ſincere milk of the Word , the Churches 
nouriſhment, be not poiſoned with Errour. 

We are ro pray for thoſe which are inveſted with 
civil Authority, that we may lead a quiet life in 
( * Godlineſs, Why is Godlineſs here mentioned , 
| except thoſe in Authority are to have an influence 
| upon the promoting of it? Agd howcan they be in- 
Auentiall inthis matter,except they exert their power 
| in aſſerting againſt all Attempts the Faith of che Goſ- 
Jl pcl, a Doctrine according to Godlineſs > 
! That which is granted onall hands doth admini- 
| ſter ſufficient .evidence to -1 Aſſertion, None can 
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(20) 
deny but that Magiſtracy is intended by God for the ſe- 
curing external Peace and Tranquility, Now he 
that appoints the end, doth at the ſame time give a 
right to the means conducing to it: There is nothing 
more conducing to rhe obtaining cxtcrnal peace and 
Tranquility, rhen the truc and genuine intlucnce of 
the Faith delivered to the Saints; forthis excellently 
dire&s Superiors to govcrn, intcriours to obcy , re- 
moves the fuel upon whiich the ſparks of fedition uſe 
to kindle. | 

*Tis obſerved, that the matter of {edition is of two 
ſorts, much Poverty aud much Diſcontentment, He 
that is under the power of this Faith, is obnoxious to 
neither of theſe. He cannot judge himſelf a poor 
man that hath an intereſt in the purchaſe of Chriſt, 
or be agrieved at the meanneſs of his fortune, who 
is a Co-heir with the natural Son of God ; wnder all 
Emcrgencics though he cannot rejoyce, yet his faith 
will learn him to be content 3 when orhers arc ina.Re- 
gion where there is norhing bur ſtorms and thunder , 
Fs hearr and lite are above encircled with calmneſs 
and ſcrenity. 

There is an innate power 11 it, where it is obeyed 
from the heart, to keep men in thoſe ſtations provi- 
dence hath placed them. As in a Circle all the 
lines which are dirctly drawn from che Center to the 
circumference, never crofs each other : ſo when men 
make God their Center, and are drawn forth ac- 
cording to the Goſpel in 2 right line about their ſe- 
cular 1mployments , they. keep their :proper place 
without moleſtation to thoſe which are next to 


chem. 


bleſſing 


blefling intailedupon that communiry where this faith 
is kept in its ſtrength and vigour, The 1ſraelites which 
had « bur in dark diſcoverics, if we compare them 
with the demonſtration and evidence of the New 
Teſtament, did always ebb and flow in proſperity 
according to their {werving from, or their more ſtre- 
nuous aſlerting of it againſt Idolaters. VWhen this 
flower began to fade, it was an undoubted prediQi- 
on, that a winter of Afidtion was coming on, When 
any ſtorm did ſhake the State, ir was —_— made 
by vapours which did procecd from coldneſs of af- 
tection in this matter. While they kept cloſe to the 
revealed rule, their Counſels were happy, their at- 
rempts full of Spiricz upon their negle&, an infatua- 
tion fell upon thoſe who were famed for prudence , 
a diſanimating fear upon perſons of the greateſt re- 
ſolution, as great a change upon all as was in Bel- 
ſhazz4r, when he ſaw the hos writing, their loines 
were looſcd, their knees ready to ſmite one againſt 
the other, | 
 Theten Tribes after they had forſakenthe appoint- 
ments of God at Feruſalem, which were but ſhadows 
of Goſpel faith and worſhip, are repreſented ak 
wayes as in a tottering condition , as a reed ſhaken 
in the water, 1 K:z. 14.15. If it fared ſo with thoſe 
that forſook the ſhadow, what may be expeRed,in 
| caſe the ſubſtance be deſerted; This faith is the gee x 
{1-awua, the Pillar and Stay of a State, and there- 
fore the Magiſtrate who is to uphold the one, cando 
no leſs then contend for the other. 
Minifers, they are likewiſe to contend , 
In their Do#r:ze. 
In their Lzves. 
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In their DoFrixe, not only by exhorting , but con- 


 vincing Gain-ſayers, Tit.1.9. Not only by building 


Greg. Naxi- 
ang. 
Carming varia, 
rom2.p, 153. 
Sermo tus to” 
nitruvilag; 
fulgor erat. 


Hieron. in loc. 


Foſeph. Antig. 


A Amos F,V.1, 


vp the Church, but in keeping off the enemies which 
would pullir down: Their conditton is not unlike 
that of the Builders of Feruſalem, who wrought with 
one hand in the work, with the other held a weapon : 
the policy and reſolution of the enemy purs a neceflity 


upon them to be polemical as well as practical. In 


their 1;ves, by living as well as preaching Chriſt , 
by expreſling life in their preaching, and preaching 
in their lives ; by ſo preaching , and fo living, thar 
Bafils Epitaph may be verified ofi him Bom aw My, 
dream os 18s, 

Ina word, That they may contend to purpoſe, they 
muſt earneſtly endeavour to get knowing heads and 
humble hearts, Many who know how to advance 
the work of God, yet wanting humility , which 
would make them ſtoop to the meancſt Capacity , 
do not pertorm what they know : Many who have 
broken hearts , and yet are defictent in Kknow- 
ledge, are by that means unacquainted with the 
molt compendious way to promote the deſign of the 
Goſpel. Knowledge and Humiliry muſt not be di- 
vorced. Our hearrs muſt be like 6G:deops pitchers , 
furniſhed with ſpiritual Lamps,and throughly hum- 
bled, and broken, before they will be ſerviceable. 

Private Chriſtians, theſe arc likewiſe ro contend in 
Prayer, in holy Communion , by provoking one another 
ro walk according to the Rule of the Goſpel. Eve- 
ry one hath his 4 a'vzw ee his proper office , 
every ſtar his own Orb, which muſt not be raſh- 
ly deſerted. When #zz1aþ broke his order,it is be- 
lLeved by the Jews , that at thattime 4mo's Earth- 
| | | quake 
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mn happened, nature her ſelf ſeems to have trem- 
e 


d at ſuch confuſion, No man is a competent 
Judge, when he is to leave his own Sphear, and paſs 
into anothers ; every man hath a natural propenſity 
ro conceive better of his intelleQtuals, then the merir 
of them will bear. Itis rhe obſervation of a Phi- 
loſphcr, that nothing is more-equally diſtributed by 
nature amongſt men, then Underſtanding and Reaſon; 
for every man thinks he hath enough. That mind 
which is never ſatiated with honour or with profit , 
would deem it a diſparagement to be thought not to 
have wiſdom and underſtanding enough. Upon this 
account 'tis not expedient that any ſhould judge in 
his own caſe, when he is inveſted with ſufficient abi- 
lity to warrant the relinquiſhing his own, and the inva- 
ding anothers place. This breaking our” ranks, hath 
expoſed the Faith of Chriſt to the aſſaults of the ene- 
my. Letthe magiſtrate continue in his ſphear, the 
Miniſter inhis, the private Chriſtian in his ; Let Ma- 
giſtrates and private Chriſtians conſpire to uphold a 
powerful Miniſtry, What diſparagement ſoever 
men may think fit to caſt upon it, yet in the thoughts 
of him who was both God and man , it was of that 
moment , that when he aſcended on high , and as a 
Conqueror did( ſparpere miſsilta ) diſtribute his bounty, 
he made choice of it as) the moſt excellent gift, and 
caſt 1t as a peculiar Teſtimony of favour to his own 
ſpoule,Epheſ. 4. 11, 12, | 

I having thus dire&ed my felt to all ſorts, dodefire 
to leave this Exhortation with you , that every" one 
which is a Saint, would remember Gods Depoſitum , 
what he hath committed to his Truſt , that he may 
keep it as it was delivercd. in its primitive Periecti- 
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cB.Beſſar/on writes of Pythagoras that when he died he 
ktrwwah his daughtcr in a Jarge volume, the whole 
ſumme of his doctrine, with an injunion upon no 
eerms to part with it. She was fo obſcquious, that 
2lchough the was reduced to poverty, and had a great 
ſumme of money tendred for it, yet made it her choice, 
rather to ſuffer the inconvenience of penury then to vi- 
olate her fathcrs commands. T1sa good pattern for our 
imitation z our hcavenly Father hath delivered the 
doGrine of faith to all the Saints with the ſame injun- 
&tion z let us be carctull to buy the truth , but («11 
1t nor. | 

And now I am come to the third particular , the 
manyer how this contention 1s to be managed, We are 
'Enexorite>n. 'Ayoritetm Ognifics to comend after the 
manier of the Agonifts in their games and exerciſes ; 
and mis added to denote the intenfion or reinforceing 
of their ation, The manner of their contending will 
appcar from the Lawes they were regulated by, to 
which the Apoltles alludes 1n theſe words , He js not 
crowned except he ſirive yi lawfully 2. Tim. 2. 5, A- 
moneſt their ,;.wr 29mm%.the Law they were obliged to 
0" to Three I obſerve very applicableto my pre- 
{cnt purpoſe. 

I. Before the (ontest they were bound to prepare them- 
ſelves by a ſet diet aud to acquire itw o'fanmeiy, a good and 
full ftate,and hatit of body, 

2.11 the Conteſt they had therr bounds and limits oneither 
fide which they might not trarſgreſs. 

3. At the end of the Contest they had ther judge by whom 
doubtfull caſes were decided , from whom no appeal was 
lawfall. 

Theſe rules will declare what our deportment ought 

to 


to commend them, is frequently to meditate __ 
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to be before,in, and after our contending for the faich 
delivered to the Saints. | 

Before the Conteſt we muſt aquirei5» a'22nmziv, , 

00d ſtate and habit of mind as they did of body. Three 
ngredicnts are requiſite to make upthisſtate , infor- 
mation, Purity and Peace. 

The mind muſt be well z7formed, Pure, Peaceable. 
ell informed of theſe five things , 1. Of the Soveraign- 
ty of Gods will. 2, The mfinity of his underſtanding.» 3. 
Of Bis preſcience. 4. Of the order and importance of all his 
particular truths. 5. Of the ſeaſons when be requires we 
ſbould openly contend for them. | 

1. Of the Soveratenty of the divinewill. The great 
Miſteries of the Faith of the Goſpel, being aGts of 
Will and Soveraignty, having no neceſlary connexion 
with the holinc(s of the divine nature,are with difficul- 
ty entertained, None dare but own ſuch Truths as 
have an immediate rclation to the cflential goodneſs 
of God ; but thoſe which reſult trom meer pleaſure 
and Soveraign will, are. recetved but by few : The 
reaſon is manitcft, his effentiall goodncets hath the ad- 
vantage of :nzate ideas within to make it known ; His 
Soveraign Will appears only from Scripture without. 
Now theſe imprefſions;being nearer then the Scripture 
will naturally produce a moreifacile aflent ro what 
complies with them. "Therefore he having diſplayed 
much of Soveraignty in the Goſpell , in imputing . 
the ſin of the firſt Adam , the righteouſneſs of the ſe- 
cond; in preparing cftetaall grace for {ome , in not 
preparing: of it for others; the ready way to armthe 
mind wirh reſolution to appear inthe aſserting of ſuch 
truths , which have —_ help of an inbred notion 
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and poſſeſs our felves with deep apprehenſions of 
this attribute. | 
2. Of the 1»finity of bis Underſtanding. Some truths 
too bis to be confined within a created mind , do caſt a 
damp upon Zeale. Every one in the midit of his pur- 
ſuit 15 ready to ſtop ar them ,-as the 1ſraelites did at 
Amaſa. Men have an averſneſs from contending for and 
giving credit to that which they arc not able rocom- 
prehend. Ti's natural ro deſire nor only to render a rea- 
ſon of our belief , but of the thing believed by us. 'The 
ready way to prepare the mind that it may be fit to en- 
gagetor ſuch truth,is tro ponder the nature of animmenſe 
and infinite underſtanding:How unfit a finite being is to 
take a {urvey of it, how unable to penetrate its Counſels, 
to perceive the reaſon of all its Contrivauces, that ſom- 
timesitis the intereſt and glory ofGod to conceal a mat- 
ret,toteach us who arc apr to judge of Divine things 
by our own meaſure,that there isan underſtanding far 
more excellent then ours that he ſtecrs by. | 
Deſpagne upon One propounds this Queſtton; why ſometimes in 


inſtances in the ſtory of Altmelech, Gen. 20, He him- 


ſervants ſtruck with barrenneſs , his whole family af- 
flited: In his own Juſtification he pleads the innocence 
of his family, the integrity of his heart , which God 
himſclte acknowledged ; if man might judge , At;- 
melech ſeemes to have the better. The reaſon is ob- 
vious, we being men,eafily underſtand his reaſons who 
was buta man of a {finite extraftion , but we do not 
ſo caſily comprehend the reaſons of God , who is infi- 
nite. This'is rhat which gives ſo great an advantage 
to the Remorſtrayts : They. bringing the reaſons of 


ſcripture Man ſeems to reaſon better then God ? he 


himſelfe is threatned with death, his wife and women-- 
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man; Arguments calculated for humane Capacity,are eafi ly 
receivedzbut their Adverſaries bringing Ke een of God, 
his ſtanding upon his Prerogative,Who art thou which replyeſt 2 
Upon the unſearchablenets of his ways, O the depth of the 
riches,&c, They are not ſo calily underſtood. Therefore in 
caſe we delire to receive and contend tor the Faith delivered 
to the Saints, we muſt be well informed of the 1finity of 
that underftanding which comrived it, | 

3. Of lis Preſc:ence the CharaQeriſtical atttribnte where- 
by he is diſtinguiſht from the heathen gods,1ſa.44.7.Many 
are afirighted trom owning branches of the faith delivered 
to the Saints by thoſe ſtrange conſequences which others 
have attempted to pin uponthem. Ve are told, that from 
the Doctrine of perſonal Ele&ion and Preterition without 
any previous morive.it will tollow, that God is not cordial 
in his importunare intreaties, that he violates humane free- 
dome,is acccflary to mens enormities. Theſe decrees being 
repreſented with ſuch odious confeQtaries , like, comers 
with a prodigious retinue, arc believed by the overcredu-' 
lous to prefage a ſad fate to Religion. That we be not 
checked by ſuch vainappearances, when we enter the liſts 
for this part of Goſpel , let us be rightly informed of di- 
vine preſcience, which is owned and acknowledged by both 
ſides. Upon aftrict ſurvey it will be found, that the ſame 
charge which is drawn up againlt the forementioned ap- 
pointments, doth as fully lic againſt the fore-knowledge of 
God: and thereforc there is no rcaſon it ſhould cool our 
zeal for thoſe decrees, bur rather be pronounced the 
iſſue of a diſordered mind, when it is as much againſt 
that Doctrine which all receive, as that Truth which ſome 
deny. This conſideration will inſpireus with reſolution , 
and give the enemy reaſon to ſuſpend his a&ts of wy : 
When thoſe, which beſeige - place, ſee theirfriends fet _.. 
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the walls, conſideration perſwades them to ceaſe from 

the expreſſhons of warre. IL S+ | 
4. Of the order and importance of all bis particalar Truths, to 
be able to diſtingutſh berwixt the Mint and Cummin, and 
the weighty mauers of the Law-, berwixt the foundation 
and the remote parts of the ſuperſtruQion.. 'Tis the poli- 
cy of the Temprer to invite men to ſpend their zeal upon 
Truth moſt remote from the foundation. He uſually ſets 
them as hedid our Saviour upon the Pinnacle of the Tem- 
ple,2 part atthe greateſt diſtance from its baſis. He doth all 
he may to draw our life and zeal from rhe heart of the 
Goſpel into the external parts. If we look upon thoſe heats 
which are betwixt perſons of different perſwafions,they arc 
uſually about ſuch things as have ſmall affinity with the 


grand points of Religion;they conteſt and quarrel about rhe 


bark and leaves of the"tree of knowledge, and in the mean 
tune the root that bears it, lies under ground without any no- 
tice taken of it. The wiſe man (aith, The eye of the fool is in: the 
ends of the earth, he is more acquainted abroad with forreign 
parts,then at home with thoſe Truths which more necrly 
concern his ſalvation : The Tempter imitates the policy of 
Foſbua,uſed rowards the men of ei : He entices the per- 


ſors he deals with as far as he can from the ſtrong holds ,_ 


and then riſes ſuddenly from the ambuſh , and ſer's all 


on fire. Therefore it is the wiſedome of a Chriſtian to. 


be acquainted with the order and importance of every 
particular Truth , ro know were his yo lies, that. 
he may ſtick cloſe to that which is the ſpirit and life 


of Religion , that he may lend the greateſt portion of 


zeal to that Truth which is of the greateſt value. 

This Aﬀection is to be intended'or remitted according to 
the quality of irs Objet. Sometimes God himſelf 
did appear in the cool of the day , foimetimes Sabwning 

| | 5. 0 
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5. Of the Seaſons whes he would bave us openly ron” 
tend for them. We muſt nor preſentlydivulex 
perſuaſion impreſt upon the mind. The Apoſtle ſaith, 
Haft thou Faith ? have it tothy ſelf. We are toconſi- 
der the perſons we deal with, All which profeſs 
Faith, are not of the ſame Elevation. - Thoſe which - 
are built upon Chriſt , are like ſeveral roums built 
upon the ſame foundation ; ſome are high, ſome | 
low, ſome dark, ſome lightlome , ſome weak , ſome Yy 
firong : Every Diſciple 15 nor- of the ſame pitch , _=_ Tins : 
many 'like Zachew are bur of ſmall ſtature ; 'we are I4e 
ro conſider every one according to his meaſure ; the E 
ſtrong muſt nor be fed only with milk, nor the 
weak invited to doubtfull diſputations , but rather 
confirmed - in that ſaving Truth they have already 
received. | SOD. 

Our Saviour forbears to ſpeak - of ſome things 
which the people were not able to bear. The Jews 5 
ſay, it is 'unlawiull to ſpeak of their FI223W the H—_— 4 
moreabſtruce part of Theology before- any, but- their " 
wiſe men. : Cyril of: Feruſalem refuſed ro expound 1n Procatecki 
ſome. Articles of Faith ro one! not perfeftly: initiated, A 
by reaſon of their ſublimity. Awtiz faith it is ad- tous #' 
vantageous to be ſilent in ſome Truths, for their *5wuwiran;? 
ſakes, who are not arrived at a *capaciry of receiv- —_— | 
ing them. We are likewiſ< to weigh the Errouts verbum propees 
which are to be oppoſed , the perſons which vent "#9. ad 
them; the ends they aim at. . Sometimes the unſea- __ I 
ſonable oppoſing of an Errour doth but increaſe it ; EE 
the water which would ſlide away without any noiſe, 
| it be.dammed:up, riſes-and becomes conſiderable; 
That firt which would go our if let alone , being ſtir- 
Ted and agitated, ——_ great flame, oy 
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_ ego jaBatas mota face creſcere flanms , 
Et rurſus zullo concutiente mort. 


' Here isa place for Chriſtian prudence to exerciſe 
itſelf in, to know the Times and : Seaſoys when God 
would have us to make our Onſets. 

2. A pure mind, the Myſtery of faith muſt be re- 
ceived into a pure conſcience ,. the new wine of the 
Kingdom muſt not be pur into an old bottle , a mind 
not refined and renewed by the ſpirit. If there be 
holineſs in the heart,it will put an excellent temper up- 
on all our contendings,it will annihilate all that worldly 
mccreſt by which moſt are animated,and make them no 
farther contend, bur ſo far as anadvantage may accrew 
to the glory of God, A perſon that hath light in his 
air he? ey and hath not his Will and Aﬀe@ion 
ballaſted with holineſs , is waving and very uncertain, 
he will never laſt the Conflict ; his zeal will die with 
his ſecular intereſt, he will no farther conteſt for the 
glory of God , but ſo faras he may promote hisown. 
That he may become ſome great 'one, the head of- a 
Party, he will work himſclt up to a great meaſure 
ot zeal. This 1s the fewell which makes the fire burn : 
this being removed, «his feaver will preſently ceaſe , 
theſe external weights being taken off , he inſtantly 
loſeth his motion. | 

ki receatle mizd, *Tis no contradiction to be in 
a, peaceable frame, and yer to. contend : There-is a 
great affinity berwtxt #5 Contemtion, 'and 7u; Love. 
2x which ſignifies to expreſs Enmity,isneerly related to 
37x » Which imports the expreſsing of love, Nogrea- 
ter expreſſion. of Love, then for a man to contre! : 
Rp Z| wit 
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with a perſon to diſpoſſeſs him of his Erronr : - he 
may be at war with the errour , - and yet at. peace 
wich the perſon;like lightning he may melt the ſword, 
and yer ſpare the ſcabbard. 

By a peaceable mind I underſtand a mind unwilling to 
make a breach upon every diverſity. A.mind that 7 
can more love others, becauſe they ſhall all be of Y 
the ſame general Aſſembly of the firſt born in hea-. W 
ven, then diſlike becauſe they are of divers Aſſem- 
blies here. The true Diſciples of Chriſt ought to. 
be like the Curtains of AMoſe's Tabernacle, which al- 
though they were not all of the ſame colour, ſome 
blew, ſome purple, ſome ſcarlet, yet all were 
coupled together. 

Further by a peaceable mind , I underſtand a mind. 
willing to condeſcend to the infirmities of others, ſo 
far as the intereſt of the Truth will permit. .. This 
Temper ,was very apparent in our Saviour, his Apo- 
ſtles, the primitive Chriſtians. Our Saviour did fo. 
far accommodate himſclt ro the Jews, that he bor- 
rowed their Rites, and implanted them into his, own 
Ordinances, His appointments -at his laſt ſupper, 
ſeem to be an imitation of what was in uſe at their: 
Paſſeover and other feaſts. | +. 

His blefling the Cup. betore and. after the diſtribu-. por th Br 
tion of. the bread, was, an; imitation of their. double. 8. 0. - 
benediction ; the firſt they called- the Sar#:ification , WMP 2 
the ſecond, The bleſsing of the meat... His phraſe, this nn nave 
7s my 4ody, is borrowed from-their calling the Lamb, E- 
The body of the Paſsover.. His {inging. an Hymn, an imi- ppp Swi}: 
ration of the. hymnes they.were: accuſtomed to {ing af- "2 
ter ſupper... *Tis believed he uſed the ſame Pſalms | 
with them; beginning at the 113. and ending at _ 
7. | I18,. 
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(32) 
118. His Sacrament of Baptiſm anſwers to their ad- 
mirting Proſelytes by water, 

In the Apoſtles times the Deacons inſtirnted by 
them, anſwer to the Parzeſizin the Jewiſh Synagogues, 
The Angel of the Churchtothe publick Miniſter there, 
called $1v'y Pow Ancelw Eccleſia, | 

The ſeveral ſteps which the antient Chriſtians ap- 
pointed to be taken by thoſe whom they admitted 
into their Communion, their Catechument, Competentes, 
Fideles were derived from the Heathens ,;34;ouw, wow, 
ages. Their calling the Sacraments, mars, imm7eing, 
7:125hera Was by way of accommodation to the heathens 
which gaverthe ſame names ro their Myſteries. This 
carriage of thcirs, was like the carriage of Parents , 
which uſe to ſuite their behaviour and ſpeech to the 
age and infirmity of their Children. It theſe con- 
deſcentions were uſed towards Jews and Heathens 
on purpoſe to allure them to imbrace the Faith ; what 
ought one Chriſtian ro uſe towards another , who 
have the ſame head, and ought to have the ſame heart, 

In all this I intend nothing towards the aſſerting an un. 
worthy Syncretiſm, a compliance with others for peaces 
{ake with loſs and damage to the truth: We muſt follow 
the prophets rule , love truth and peace ; firſt truth 
then peace. The wiſdom from above is firſt pure , 
then peaceable. Numa's temple was ſtiled mTirzos x; 
«ipirus it29'v, the Temple of faith and peace , firſt of 
faith,then of peace. The ſum of whar I intend is: only 
£o —_ ro A condeſcending de rement, a Peace- 
able and meck demeanour, free from pride and in- 
fulting, a muruallove in our ſtrivings for'the faith, 
which would more prevail againſt Errour, 'then ex- 
aſperation and bitterneſs. y 
It 


"481.0, 


It was the wiſcdome - of God fo appoint *(- whem 
Chriſt and his Diſciples were: in the mohnt) that 
Moſes and El;a3 ſhould appear to them, rtharrhe Di- 
ſciples might learn their duty, in there contendings 
for the faith, ro mix Moſes meckneſs with Elias '2cal. 
Immoderate Anger doth' bur diſturb ' thar' reaſon 
God hath given a man to convince his adverſary. The 
ſtorms which paſſion raiſe , do but ruffle and make 
the paſſage uneven to him, | 

The words of the wiſe ave heard tn quiet. Tt was not 
a rough ſtone which ſunk into the forehead of the Phi- 
liftine. A well poliſhe Argument uſed by an even 
ſpirit, will make the deepeſt imprefſion. When in- 
temperate heats. prevail amongſt parties, there is 
reaſon to ſuſpet , whether it be Truth they con- 
rend for, Such inordinate flames do not proceed 
from Gold, Silver and pretious ſtones, ro which 
Truth is reſembled , but rather from Wood, Hay 
and Stuble , which eaſily takes fire. *Tis hotterun- 
der the Tropicks then under” the line': In the exti- 
mate parts, where. Errour reſides, there is more vio- 
lent heat then in the middle where Truth lies. 


Theſe Preparations are required before the Conteſt. 


2. In the Conteft we mu" he carefull to avoid extreames.. 
This fault the Apoſtle ( alluding to the cuſtome and 
Law amongſt the Racers,)expreſſerh by vTepeeriiretu 
to extend a mans felf or run over his {et bounds 2. Cor. 
Io. 14, When we contend againft an errour op- 
poſite to faith irs eafie to obſerve a ſecret propenlity 
to falk into the contrary extream, Arizs contend 

| again 
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(34) 
againſt the Gentiles plurality of gods , forced him into 
another extream of denying of rhe Divinity of Chriſt. 
Sabellims's diſlike of «Aris Tenent, did drive him ſo 
far to maintain an Identity of his nature with God , 
as to deſiroy the diſtinftion of his perſon, A 
man is enclined to conceive himſclf moſt ſecure when 
at the greateſt diſtance from his adverſary. The 
Philoſopher obſerves, that bodies in motion have a pro- 
penitty to recede from. their center : Tis true ot the 
mind,when reſolved againſterrour, 'cis apt to fly from 
the center of truth towards the oppoſite point of the 


circumference. *Tis viſible how this inclination hath 


been managed and improved by the policy of Satan. 
Sometimes he raiſes rhe Manichees to defend a fatal 
neceſſity upon the Will ; preſently Pelagzus , who fo 
far proves an advocate for humane feedome., as 
utterly to annihilate the grace of God. He perſwades 
the Papift that Chrifts merits are ſo redundant , 
that by them men are inabled to merit and fatisfie 
the diſpleaſure of heaven. He makes uſe of the 
Socinian to defend there isno {atisfaCtion at all;ſome he 
Cm Juſtification 1s by the works of the 

aw; others that the Law is a thing out of date, of no 
uſe to one ingrafted into Chriſt, It was his former at- 
tempt to beger a belief that the Ambaſſadors of Chrilt 
could not be inveſted with too much outward pomp ; 
and now inſtead of that double portionof honour, God 
hath allowed them , he conterrs upon thema double 
portion of contempt. Plutarchin his treatiſe about ſuper- 
ſtition,fayes , there are two extreams into which men 
are lead through their want of a true knowledge of the 
natureof the gods , Superſtition and Atheiſm: former- 


ly 
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ly the delign ofche/Tempter was toenervate the power 
* Religjonby ſupcrſtizion 5 bur now he as ſtrongly ar- 
tempts the ; leading .of men into the other extream, 
namely Atheiſm, As his defighis contrary,ſo the meanes 
he uſes. - Ee 4 (© 
Before he advanced the externals of. religion, and 
now he caſts diſparagment upon them. Before he 
ſer up the inſtitutions of men , now he pulls. down the 
ordinances .of Gud, He perceiving he could notbri 
us in-love with humane appointments , thathe might 
advance ſuperſtition ; indeavours -to amnihilate thoſe 
divine appointments which are deſigned for the fur- 
niſhing the mind with lively apprehenſions of God , 
thar he may bring in and eſtablith Atheiſm, Thus you 
ſhall always finde him in ſome cxcream,walking at the 
out{ides , amongſt the tombes , where' he may revive 
and give life to ſome dead errour, Therefore it is 
ood in the heat of contention to beware we be not 
ſaddenly trap{ported beyond the juſt bounds and mea- 
ſuresof truth. There is nothing more pernicious tothe 
peace arid wel-farc of the Church, VWhen menover- 
{hoot themſclves , whentheir opinions like Jonathans 
arrows fly beyond , it 15 a ſignification of imminent 
danger. : $1295.01 | 
3. After the Conteſt we are to reſt inthe determination of 
the 6p<4v79's or judge, We owne no ſupream viſible 
jndge but the Scripture : There are other ſubordinate 
judges , the Magiſtrate in his place , the Miniſter in 
his,the private Chriſtian in his. The Magiſtrate may 
judgein brder to noob aQs. of violence committed 
by the outward man againſt thefaith delivercd to the 
Saints.” Theminifter in order tothe inſtructing the ig- 
norant, directing \the - copy » confir ; z 
| © goudt- 
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| (75) | 
doubrfull. | The private'Chriftian in ordet to his own 
duty; that his fairh may depend upon divine Teſti- 
mony , that he may believe Chriſt more for his own , 
then the Teſtimony of others. Yet the Scrip- 
ture is the only ſupream viſible judge , ro whom 
appertains the infallible deciding of all controver- 
fie in the matters of religion, Although as it di- 
res our practiſe 'tis properly termed a rule , yet as 
it exhibirs the voice of God » Paſſing ſentence upon 


miſtakes in the concernments. of Faith , we commit no 
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incongruiry to call ira Judge. This is the reaſon why 
paſſing of judgment 1s attributed to it, Foh. 12. 48, 
Why 'tis ftiled a 1:Uing word,a Fudge of though's,Heb. 
4.12, a Judge is nothing bur a living or animated 
Law.. This word tenders a deciſion of all doubrs , ir 
doth not let paſs rhe firſt controverſie concerning its 
own Authority. Although the ſtamp of divine Au- 
thority be not equally evident inall the parts; yer ir 
is plain enough to- diſtingniſh every piece from coun- 
rerfcir coin. 

If the Scripture be- the only Judge, I need not ex- 
prefs the benefit which will accrew to us by being 
willing in our contendings to- be decided by ir : all 
the difficulty is, how to diſcern whatthis Judge hath 
determined. Every party pretends to be acquainted 


 withit: though the dreams be many, yet the inter- 


pretarion is but one; all the Queſtion is , how we 
ſhall find irout. 

Arſw. In order to this end, &dowble evidence is re- 
quired:, in the Obje# and in the Swbjeat: That the 
Objet maybe evident, we are firſt to be 1nformed of 
the importance of the words and Phraſes, The mind of 
God 1n Scripture, is ſaid tobe a Light wr. Candle 71., 

Pſalm. 
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(37) : 
Pſalm 119. 195, The words, and phraſes arethe lant- 
horn in which itis conteined. Many rimes the dark- 
neſs of the Lanthorn hinders the ſhining of the light, 
and therefore we are indebted torhoſe who have di- 
ved into the languages the Spirit of God was 
pleaſed to uſe, and informed themſelves and us with 
the cuſtomes and manners of ſpeaking which prevailed 
at that time when the Scripture was penned ; without 
this method many portions of ſacred Writ which are 
now diſcloſed would have continuedunder their former 
conccalement. For a miraculous appearance could nor 
have been expected for the opening of them, ſceing a 
full proviſion of means in ofoving antient Records, 
in ercCting Schools of Learning, hath been made by di- 
vine Providence for that purpoſe. This ExpcQation 
would have been as unreaſonable, as for the Iſraelites 
to have lookt for the continuance of Manna from hea- 


ven, after by a divine hand 4, had been led out of 


a barren wilderneſs into a land of plenty, 

The words and manners of ſpeaking being under- 
ſtood, we are to weigh the Circumtances of every Text ; 
The Spirit which is ſent Ambaſſador from heaven to 
treat with us in evcry portion of Scripture hath hisIntcr- 
preter notfar from him z uſually ſome word or expreſ- 
{ion ſtands ready inthe Context to explicate his mind. 

If the Circumfances Le dark, we are to light them at 
other Scriptures which are clear and evident. Paſſages 
in Scripture arc like che ſtars, nor all of the ſame 
magnirude. Thoſe of the leſſer are ar no great di- 
ſtance from thoſe of the greater, which without an 
diminution can-lend them evidence. It nothing ſha 
be accounted evident, becauſe ſome or other have 
made divers gloſſes upon every Text, upon the ſame 

F a account 
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accourit we may doubt wherher the ſnow be white, be. 
cauſe Ataxagoras was of a'comrary-mind ; thar he 
| had not tnany followers, is no Argument of leſs pro- 
babilicy for his opinion , -rhen many have for their 
Conjc&ures. For I doubt not,if it had been as much 
the intereft of Satan to perfwade men that (now is 
black, as to mifinterprer all choſe plads which ſpeak 
for rhe diſcriminatmg Grace, Divinity, Satisfaction , 
Miniftry of Chrift, but Azaxagoras might have had 
as many Diſciples as A/mnm or Socrame, 

In order torhe procuring evidence in the ſubjec, 
it is the divine pleaſure to aſſure the communication 
of ſuch a metre of his Spirtr in the uſe of means 
to 'his own people, as will mlighten their minds,and 
lead thery into all rruth which is of preciſeneccflity to 
eternal life. He which beftows upon every Creature a 
Principle ro diſtinguith betwixr food & porfon, hath nor 
left his people without a ſpiritual raſte , by which they 
reliſh radical Truth , and diſguſt thoſe glofſes which 
tend to the corropring of it ; though they may be un- 
der the Conduct of their own ſpirit, when conver- 
ſantabout the ſuperſtruQions of taith, yer they have 
the promiſc of anunerring guide in rhoſe things which 
relate to the foundation , whichare of indi{penſable 
neceſſity ro ſalvation. Therefore if we deſire this 
Spirit may be a Guide to go before us through the 
dark paſſages of Scripture , 'tis good'to apply our 
ſelves to the uſe of ſuch means which, may help tv 
pofſefs us of ir. When the Diſciples had received 
the promiſe of the Spirir,they are reproved for ftand- 
ing idle and gazing about them, AﬀFs 1. 8, When 
the. Apoſtle fad received the Spirit ir ſeit, he dorh 
not lay aſide his former findy and induſtry, he = fo. 
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lictrous about his books, 2 Tim.4. I 3, £42: the Syri- Aon Ro | 
ade Interpreter tranſlates a Cheſt of Books which he ,Þ_ vu 
charges Timothy to bring with him. | In the midit of 


. Fi f: ry ”C 
all endeavours we mult be importunate 1 prayer”, | has 


- 


which is powerfull in drawing down the aids of this , 
Spirit, who kno:vs how to looſe the ſeals which are 7 
_ ſer upon any part of the Bible. : 56 
. lanblicus faves, it was the cuſtome of all prudent ; = 
perſons in matters of Philoſophy , to begin with rhe -— 014 8 
= Wo invocation of God ; it is of much more uſe in fo yy mo 
: divine a concernment,as the untolding the Counſcll of <>zwagy.* 
Heaven, Thc Anticnts uſe to repeat their dreams every *s 4neon "8 
morning bifore the Sun : were thoſe dreams and Fan- ** * mms 
cies which men take up in reading the word, re- 7, roxy 
peared betorc the Sun of Righteouſneſs, and he ear- 4s ng jr 78, 
neſtly implorcd ro deret by his Spirit the vanity of ey ha 
. them, it would be the next way to: be led into a $c54l i= Soph 
| right underſtanding of the VVul of God, Hall. 1 
The mind in a!l theſe acceſſes mult lay aſide its ET 
own prepoſlcſhons, Socinw fairh, he went to God : 1 
4 - upon his knees tor the interpretation of the 58. wer. 


of the 8, of F;-by, No wonder he came 2way with- 
out any return from Heaven,who had no intcat to tind 
our Gods mind, butro confirm his own. He fir!t be- 
 licved rhe Trinity to be no way conſonant to reaſon, , 
| a:d then attempted the bending of Scripgurcs into a 
compnlyance with that belief. He that wou'. recewe 
a clear anſwer from God , muſt bring a mind clear "| 
from prejudice, willing to ſubmit to that Itzhr which __ 
con{utcs,as well as confirms his former conceptions, 5% 

And now TI have run through the fevera! parts of 
the Text, the 48, the Objer, rhe manner how this 
holy concention is to be managed ; in a word, inal 
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your contendings for the fair} delivered -to the Saings; 
we are to uſe ſucha tenderneſs towards othcrs. as be- 
comes men , ſuch 2_meekneſs as becomes Chuilttans , 
ſuch a feryency and ardour as becomes a peculiar:peo- 
ple zealous of good works, Ea Ty 
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